


 
 

April 18, 2009 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Welcome to this the 24th year of the Yadkin Valley Bluegrass 
Convention.  Whether you are here to showcase your talent, or  
to just sit and enjoy the music, we feel certain that you will have 
a great evening. The Yadkin Arts Council is proud to present this 
year’s Bluegrass Convention, which traditionally takes place on 
the third Saturday of each April. 
 
We would like to thank all of the talented musicians and our 
many local sponsors this year.  We would not be able to have this 
event without your support.  Also, thanks to the many volunteers 
who spend countless hours in preparation before the convention 
and work so hard on the day of the event.  Thanks go to the  
Yadkinville Rotary Club and to the Yadkin Early College Interact 
Club for all their hard work.  And finally, a very special thanks to 
Robert Steelman.  Robert has been the event director from the 
very first convention and continues in that capacity.  He is the 
heart and soul of the Yadkin Valley Bluegrass Convention. 
 
And now, sit back and enjoy all the sights, sounds, and talent as 
you take part in the 24th annual Yadkin Valley Bluegrass  
Convention. 

������������	���� � ����
��
���������������	����
�������	��������� � ��� ��
���!"#$ ��"�����" �

John Willingham 
President 
Yadkin Arts Council 





TWENTY-THIRD ANNUAL - APRIL 19, 2008  
 
BAND 
 1. Narrow Road. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mount Airy, NC 
 2. Passin’ Thru . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Star, NC 
 3. Sons of the South . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Claremont, NC 
 4. The Marshall Brothers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mount Airy, NC 
 5. Slate Mountain Bluegrass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mount Airy, NC 
 

FIDDLE 
 1. Samantha Snyder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lexington, NC 
 2. David Wiseman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Granite Falls, NC 
 3. Raymond Gentry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Slate Mountain Bluegrass 
 

BANJO 
 1. Danny Bowers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Winston-Salem, NC
 2. Dwayne Runyon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Passin’ Thru
 3. Jimmy Paschal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A Different Shade of Blue 
 

MANDOLIN 
 1. Mark Burgess . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Passin’ Thru 
 2. Terry Bullin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Slate Mountain Bluegrass
 3. Steve Marshall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Marshall Brothers 
 

LEAD GUITAR 
 1. Zeb Snyder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lexington, NC 
 2. Danny Casstevens . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mocksville, NC 
 3. Makinen Kari . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Kokkola, Finland 
 

RHYTHM GUITAR 
 1. C. H. Lineberry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Passin’ Thru 
 2. Patrick Lyndsey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Marshall Brothers 
 3. Edward Dalton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sons of the South 
 

BASS 
 1. Jim Damron . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Passin’ Thru 
 2. Scott Gentry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Slate Mountain Bluegrass
 3. Luther Souther . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sons of the South 
 

DOBRO 
 1. Tom Costner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pilot Mountain, NC 
 2. Jack Lynch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Passin’ Thru 
 3. Jacob Joines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Full Throttle Bluegrass 
 

YOUNG TALENT 
 1. Zeb Snyder (12) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lexington, NC 
 2. Samantha Snyder (9) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lexington, NC 
 3. Daniel Greeson (14) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Jamestown, NC 
 

LEAD VOCAL 
 1. Keith Souther . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Statesville, NC 
 2. Heather O’Neal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Narrow Road 
 3. Tommy Nichols . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Narrow Road 
 

VOCAL GROUP 
 1. Narrow Road . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mount Airy, NC 
 2. Passin’ Thru . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Star, NC
 3. Sons of the South . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Claremont, NC 
 

JUDGES’ SPECIAL AWARD 
 Zeb Snyder (12) & Samantha Snyder (9) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lexington, NC 
 

Results for 2009 coming soon at  
www.yadkingrass.com 









Bluegrass in Yadkinville 
 
The small town of Yadkinville is nestled in the foothills of North Carolina.   
It lies just west of the northern-most bend in the Yadkin River, which  
borders the county of the same name on two sides.  Rich in musical  
heritage, Yadkin County is situated within a short driving distance from  
the Blue Ridge Parkway and has some of the best venues for traditional  
and bluegrass music in the country. 
 
The area offers a rich menu of traditional music programs to suit any taste.  
Some of the better known bluegrass events in the area include Merlefest   
in the west, the Galax Old Time and Bluegrass Fiddlers’ Convention in  
the north, the popular Bass Mountain events just to the east, and the  
long-running Union Grove Fiddlers’ Convention to the south.   
 
On the third Saturday evening of 
each April, bluegrass musicians 
begin to assemble in Yadkinville, 
traveling from all across North 
Carolina, southwestern Virginia, 
eastern Tennessee, and beyond.  
Bands and individual performers 
have marked this as one of the 
annual stops on their picking  
circuits.  The latest edition of this 
event is likely to be no exception. 
 
In 2008, the Yadkin Arts Council made a somewhat ill-fated decision to  
hold the convention in the Yadkin County Park.  Unfortunately, threatening 
weather forced a move to the rain location at Forbush High School.  While 
the music was great and attendance was fair, the lack of space was a seri-
ous problem.  Many people expressed the desire to return the convention to 
the Yadkinville Elementary School.   You spoke and we listened.  Hopefully 
we can keep coming back until the school can no longer hold us... 
 
As registration gets underway, musicians are already congregating on the 
school grounds.  Sounds of banjos, fiddles, mandolins, and all of the other 
bluegrass instruments greet the fans as they enter.  The auditorium, class-
rooms, and halls are soon filled with pickers and spectators. 
 
In 1983, the president of the Yadkinville Jaycees, Garry Hoots, invited  
Robert Steelman into the organization by offering to get the club behind a 
fiddlers’ convention.  Hoots, a bluegrass musician himself, recruited Robert 
partly as a pre-emptive measure.  Robert’s band, Fall Creek Bluegrass, had 
promoted and hosted the “Holly Ridge Bluegrass Festival” in the  
neighboring town of Boonville and there was some speculation that the 
event might eventually interfere with one of the Jaycees’ annual projects. 

Tom Killian 



 
The convention’s first year exceeded the club’s expectations and gave them 
the confidence to continue it as an annual event.  The Jaycees continued to 
present the event until 2003, when declining membership forced them to 
seek out a co-sponsor.  The Yadkin Arts Council was invited on board and 
in 2004 they became the sole sponsor of the event now known as the 
“Yadkin Valley Bluegrass Convention.”  
 
Harold Mitchell, a popular radio 
personality from Galax, Virginia 
has served as master-of-
ceremonies at this convention 
since the second one in 1987.  
Harold has been emceeing con-
ventions and shows throughout 
most of his career, working with 
many of the legends in bluegrass 
music.  He has seen the Yadkin-
ville event grow in both size and 
quality of music through the years 
he has been involved.   
 
Harold often compliments the Yadkinville audience and the performers,  
noting that the convention can always count on a good crowd.  “They really 
like the music.  I always enjoy coming back to Yadkinville every year. 
There’s a lot of them I’ve not met before, but there’s a bunch of people I 
know from up in Virginia down here, too.  People will drive a pretty good 
ways for good music - and they know they’ll hear it here!”    
 
About the quality of music Harold said, “There ain’t no culls in this bunch!” 
 
Many bluegrass musicians have passed through Yadkinville on their way to 
bigger venues.  Some of the performers who have competed in the earlier 
editions of the Yadkinville convention would make up a pretty respectable 

“who’s who” list among bluegrass 
performers.  Some of the more  
familiar names include:  
Big Country Bluegrass, Jeanette 
Williams & Clearwater (now known 
as the Jeanette Williams’ Band), 
Gena Britt, Lynwood Lunsford, 
Wayne Benson, Clay Jones, Jeff 
Michael,  and Ramona Church. 
 
In 2004 the convention reached  
another milestone of sorts.  There 
were well over one hundred      

Harold Mitchell 



performers, including the bands and individual competitors, representing 
four different states.  One group, the Roe Family Band from Colorado, came 
to the East Coast to make new contacts, play some show dates, and partici-
pate in Merlefest which takes place a couple of weeks after the Yadkinville 
event.  They heard about the convention and found that it fit nicely into their 
schedule.  The Roes spent three weeks in the area and, during the time 
between the Yadkinville fiddlers’ convention and Merlefest, they were able 
to participate in some of the weekly jam sessions around the area. 
 
In 2008 the event celebrated another milestone - it registered its first inter-
national participant.  Makinen Kari, from Kokkola, Finland entered the Lead 
Guitar competition, placing second.  The convention has enjoyed participa-
tion from other, much closer areas as well.  There have been entries from at 
least five other states: Virginia, Tennessee, South Carolina, Colorado, and 
West Virginia. 
 
John Willingham, Arts Council 
board member reflected on the 
Arts Council’s involvement with  
the event.  He was serving as 
president when Steelman and the 
Jaycees approached them about 
getting onboard.  “It’s important to 
preserve this heritage and        
celebrate this music and our      
artists.”  The Arts Council has  
been pleasantly surprised by the 
widespread interest generated by 
the event.  Willingham estimated 
that a third of the crowd comes 
from out of state. 
 
The Yadkin Arts Council is continually working on ways to improve on an    
already successful event.  Each year the convention is evaluated to deter-
mine if there are improvements to be made.  Every effort is made to accom-
modate the performers.  In 2008, the Guitar Category was split into two 
separate categories - one for Lead Guitarists and one for Rhythm Guitarists.  
Computer scoring techniques have been implemented to speed up the tally-
ing and to improve accuracy.  If you enjoy your evening, be sure to tell your 
friends about it - and bring them with you next year!  We want the Yadkin 
Valley Bluegrass Convention to be your event - and we want you to come 
back year after year.  Saturday, April 18, 2009 marks the twenty-fourth  
anniversary of this great event.  If the past is any indication of the future  
it will be around for many years to come. 
 

Visit www.yadkingrass.com for more information on this great event! 

Phillip Willard 
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April 19, 2009 Awards 
 

BAND 
1st: __________________________________________ $750 
2nd: _________________________________________  $400 
3rd: __________________________________________ $250 
4th: __________________________________________ $150 
5th: __________________________________________ $100 

 
INDIVIDUAL CATEGORIES  

($20 First Place - $15 Second Place – $10 Third Place) 

FIDDLE 
1st: ____________________ 
2nd:  ___________________ 
3rd:  ___________________ 

BANJO  
1st: ____________________ 
2nd:  ___________________ 
3rd:  ___________________ 

MANDOLIN 
1st: ____________________ 
2nd:  ___________________ 
3rd:   ___________________ 

LEAD GUITAR  
1st: ____________________ 
2nd:  ___________________ 
3rd:   ___________________ 

RHYTHM GUITAR 
1st: ____________________ 
2nd:  ___________________ 
3rd:   ___________________ 

BASS 
1st: ____________________ 
2nd: ___________________ 
3rd:  ___________________ 

DOBRO 
1st: ____________________ 
2nd:  ___________________ 
3rd:   ___________________ 

YOUNG TALENT 
1st: ____________________ 
2nd:  ___________________ 
3rd:   ___________________ 

LEAD VOCAL  
1st: ____________________ 
2nd:  ___________________ 
3rd:   ___________________ 

VOCAL GROUP 
1st:  _______________  $150 
2nd: _______________  $125 
3rd: ________________ $100 

JUDGES’ AWARD  
 

___________________________________ 
$25 





YADKIN VALLEY BLUEGRASS CONVENTION 
 

RULES AND REGULATIONS  

 

In order to present a fair contest and make judging as simple as possible, the following rules and 
suggestions are provided and apply to each band and individual: 
 

1. No electric instruments will be allowed in competition.  Although bands will not  
 be disqualified for using an electric bass, only acoustic basses will be judged for  
 an individual prize. 

 

 2. A band is constituted as having at least three (3) members consisting of a guitar, a 
banjo, and either a fiddle or a mandolin.  Any band consisting of eight (8) or more 
members will be disqualified.  Bands are automatically entered and judged in the 
Vocal Group category.  

 

3. Each band is allowed two (2) tunes.  Individual performers (not with a band) will  
 be allowed only one (1) tune.  It is suggested that bands perform in the traditional 

style of bluegrass music. 
 

 4. Individual band members will be judged during the band's performance.  Instru-
mentalists, with the exception of Bass and Rhythm Guitar, must take at least one 
break to be judged.  Individual performers (not with a band) may be accompanied 

  by one other instrument.  Back-up performers should refrain from leading and  
  should provide rhythm only.  You may register only once as an instrumentalist. 

(Exceptions: You are allowed to register once as a Solo Vocalist in addition to your 
registration as an instrumentalist. Lead Guitarists will also be allowed to register  

  in the Rhythm Guitarist category.) 
 

5. Solo Vocalists and Vocal Groups will be judged during the band's performance.  
Solo Vocalists may enter as individual performers and will be allowed one  

 instrument as an accompaniment.  Individual soloists (not with a band) will be  
 allowed one song. 
 

6.   Young Talent entries must be 15 years old or younger.  These contestants may also 
 enter in their instrumental and/or vocal categories without penalty.  (This applies to 
 performing with a band as well.) 

 

 7. Any individual registering and/or performing twice or more (even on different  
  instruments) will be disqualified and will result in the disqualification of any band 

(or bands) involved.  Performing with multiple bands is not allowed even if the  
  performer is registered only once.  (An exception is allowed for accompanying an 

individual contestant who is not registered with or performing with a band.) 
 

 8.  Band members will be refunded their admission immediately following their  
  performance.  It is the performers' responsibility to obtain the refund.  Individual 

performers (not with a band) are NOT eligible for refunds.  Convention management 
will not be responsible for performers failing to report to the refund table. Failure  

  to report to the stage as scheduled will result in forfeiture of the refund. 
 

9. The Yadkin Arts Council reserves the right to refuse refund to anyone determined  
 to be intoxicated or otherwise disorderly.  Such individuals will be asked to leave 

without recourse. 
 

10. The Yadkin Arts Council is not responsible for prizes and cash awards not claimed 
at the conclusion of this event and will not held responsible for lost or stolen items. 

 

          11. The judges' decisions are FINAL. 
�
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Many Thanks to our Sponsors: 
 

C. Eddie Macemore 
Clark-Powell 

Gentry Family Funeral Service 
Indera Mills 

Sheriff Mike Cain 
Nvizion 

Traco Drafting Company 
Attorney James L. Graham 

Lone Hickory Bluegrass Jam 
Yadkin Veterinary Hospital 

Baity’s Tire Service 
BMP Magazine 

Hoke’s Lockshop 
J & J Auto Service Center 

Mackie’s Jewelry 
Maya Wrap 

Renegar’s Food Market 
W. N. Ireland Insurance 

Yadkin Lumber Company 

For information on becoming a  
sponsor of this event contact the  

Yadkin Arts Council at (336) 679-2941  
or email yadkinarts@yadtel.net 
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